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Passion
for glass
stained in

PAM CASELLAS

Kim Fitzpatrick’s passion for
stained glass is a family thing. It
goes back three generations and
more than a century travelling
from Holland to Perth, to Canada
and back again to a studio in
North Fremantle where today the
sunlight casts dancing shadows
through pieces ranging from
ecclesiastical to blazingly
contemporary.

The family history is a long
story but the short of it is this: In
1982 when Mr Fitzpatrick was
living in Vancouver, just out of
school and contemplating his
future, he got a letter from his
grandfather, second-generation
glass man Carl Mynesbergen, who
had come to Perth from Holland
in 1952.

“Here’s a one-way ticket to
Perth,” the letter said, and the
chance to do an apprenticeship in
stained glass and one day take over
the family business. If it doesn’t
work out, you can pay your own
fare back to Canada, he said, in a
fine piece of coerciveness.

As it happened, Mr Fitzpatrick
was planning a future in art of
some kind, with the family’s
history in stained glass well known
to him. So he came back to Perth,
which he’d left at the age of six
when his father died, and has been
here ever since, building up a solid
business that includes
commissions and restorations.

He has major pieces featured in
WA’s Parliament House, has
worked in Hong Kong, Singapore
and Europe and has just
dispatched two pieces, one
traditional and the other
contemporary, to Dubai for an
international trade fair.

Stained glass, he says, has never
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Sheer beauty: Stained glass window artist Kim Fitzpatrick in his workshop

with a restored window from a church in Mukinbudin.

waned in popularity. It can be
used in any situation, any kind of
home or building. Increasingly it
is finding its way into modern and
art deco architecture, as well as
the more usual ecclesiastical and
traditional settings.

Stained glass is a slow, exacting
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but ultimately rewarding art form.
“I get such satisfaction from my
work. It allows me to design, to
draw, to paint,” said Mr
Fitzpatrick, whose company,
Tradition Stained Glass, will soon
advertise for an apprentice and
also needs a stained glass maker.

ti-smokes
WA ‘feared
by tobacco
companies’

CATHY O’'LEARY
MEDICAL EDITOR

A Curtin University investigation has
revealed that WA has been closely mon-
itored by the world’s biggest tobacco
companies for more than 50 years, with
internal memos warning of the State’s
“alarming” anti-tobacco stance.

Under a document-searching
research program, the university has
found that US tobacco executives have
been keeping a keen eye on changing
WA governments and anti-tobacco lob-
byists since the 1950s, worried that their
efforts could “spread” to other States.

Internal memos between senior exec-
utives from companies including Philip
Morris in the 1990s warned of WA “tak-
ing the lead” in considering measures
such as bans on tobacco advertising and
raising taxes on cigarettes.

The Curtin documents show Philip
Morris funded Swedish scientist Ragnar
Rylander to visit the University of WA
on the premise of research, but he later
supplied detailed reports about WA’s
anti-tobacco activities to company exec-
utives in New York.

Australian Medical Association WA
president Gary Geelhoed, who will
launch the report today, said the docu-
ments showed the lengths that tobacco

companies went to. “In many ways it
shows WA has been a leader in tobacco
control for many years, and although we
still haven’t gone as far as we would want
and can’t be complacent, we have come a
lot way against a lot of industry resis-
tance,” he said.

“Smoking rates are down to about 14
per cent now but it’s still the biggest pre-
ventable cause of death and suffering in
our community.

“Cigarettes are still killing more peo-
ple than road accidents, alcohol and sui-
cide all thrown in together.”

Curtin Professor of health policy
Mike Daube said the documents con-
firmed what many had suspected about
the massive tobacco industry. It was
clear that politicians of all parties in WA
had been lobbied intensely over many
years.

“It was obviously watching our every
move and saw WA as a key State nation-
ally and internationally,” he said. “It has
been quite remarkable to see the way
tobacco executives in New York and
London were concerned that WA might
start dominos falling across the nation.”

Professor Daube said it was important
that the community learnt lessons from
the past. “This industry has not gone
away and they will continue to monitor
and lobby,” he said.

Slimming
pill raises
US alarm

ANDREW TILLETT
CANBERRA

A popular weight-loss
pill will remain on
Australian shelves
despite the US drug
watchdog announcing
an investigation into
reports that it may cause
liver damage.

The US Food and
Drug Administration
launched the review
into orlistat yesterday
after 32 reports of
patients taking the
drug suffering liver
problems, including six
cases of liver failure,
between 1999 and last
year.

Orlistat is marketed
as Xenical in Australia
and is available by
prescription and

Those seeking an understanding of our
existence and the world in which we live
are invited to attend a course in Practical
Philosophy. This is not a history of
philosophy, nor a comparative study of
philosophers. The philosophy is that man
in truth is limitless and that there is unity
underlying diversity.

This is known as non-dualistic philosophy
and can be applied in day to day living.
The weekly lectures are held on Tuesdays

attendance.

The fee is $200%,

Enrol now by telephone on

9379 8073, or at the door a 1/2 hour
prior to the course commencement times.
*Concessions available on application

PHILOSOPHY

A cutraduction cownse of 12 lectures

Week 1: The importance and meaning of philosophy. What is wisdom?
How can wisdom be expressed in practice? A simple practical
exercise to develop inner poise and efficiency in action.

Week 2: Guiding principles. Who am I in Truth? The importance of clear
observation. Viewing the world with an open mind.

Week 3: The levels of awareness. The qualities of higher consciousness.
Plato: The immortality of the soul.

Week 4: Seeing the unity underlying everything. The real nature of Man.
Transcending fear.

Week 5: Reason. Levels of discrimination. The right and wrong use of
reason.

Week 6: Raising one’s level of consciousness. Forms of beauty. Absolute

from 6.15pm and Thursdays from 7pm beauty.
and Saturdays from 9.30am. Week 7: What am 1? The constituents of the human being: body, mind
You may attend any day and vary your and heart.

Week 8: The unchanging observer. The power of attention.

Week 9: Teachings from the ancient wisdom of India; the three primary
constituents of creation. How to live stress free.

Week 10: Your true essence. Being free

Week 11:The three aspects of love. The object of speech.

Week 12:The value of philosophy. ‘Know Thyself” and go free!

FREE LECTURE

7.00pm Wednesday 2nd September 2009 at 102 Beaufort St, Perth

The Introductory Course begins on Tuesday 8th Sept at 6.15pm, Thursday
10th Sept at 7pm & Saturday 12th Sept at 9.30am
At the School of Philosophy, 1st Floor, 102 Beaufort Street, Perth (near Aberdeen Street)

#9W41888-26/8

For all Enrolments/Enquiries Please phone: 9379 8073
Email: philosophy @philosophywa.com.au, or
visit our Website: www.philosophywa.com.au

Adelaide, Canberra, Geelong, Newcastle & Wagga Wagga.

QU’I'WQW organization affiliated with the School of Economic Science, London. Schools are also located in Sydney, Melbourne, Brixbzy

over-the-counter.

simply beautiful
spring fashion
from one
of europe's
preeminent
fashion labels

a superb blend
of sophisticated
casual & dressy

prices from
$69 to $359,
\ sizes 10 to 20
\ shown: cotton knit
vest with crush
poplin detail on
collar & pockets,
A in white,
AR yellow or navy,
1 with their
outstanding
N stretch jeans
: in white

thompsons
of west perth

1267 hay st, near outram st, parking at rear, phone 93218007



